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SUBJECT: RTG ANNOUNCEMENT: WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL 

1. FOLLOWING IS RTG ANNOUNCEMENT RELEASED MARCH 9. 

2. BEGIN TEXT IN ITS POLICY STATEMENT TO PARLIAMENT ON MARCH 
19, 1975, THE GOVERNMENT HAD DECLARED ITS INTENTION TO SEEK, 
THROUGH DISCUSSIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES, THE COMPLETION OE 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM THAILAND WITHIN 
A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR. NOW THAT THE DEADLINE FOR THE COMPLE- 
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TION OF THE WITHDRAWAL IS APPROACHING, THE GOVERNMENT THEREFORE 
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CONSIDERS IT OPPORTUNE TO PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INEORMATION 
TO THE PUBLIC TO ENABLE THEM TO UNDERSTAND EULLY THE PRESENT 
SITUATION: 

1. THERE HAS BEEN COOPERATION BETWEEN THAILAND AND THE 
UNITED STATES IN THE MILITARY FIELD SINCE 1950, WITH THE PRIN- 
CIPAL OBJECTIVE OE IMPROVING THE CAPABILITIES OE THE THAI 
ARMED FORCES. EOR THIS PURPOSE THE UNITED STATES HAS ASSIGNED 
MILITARY ADVISERS TO THAILAND EOR ITS MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM. LATER, DURING 1963-1964, WHEN HOSTILITIES IN INDOCHINA 
BECAME INTENSIEIED, THE UNITED STATES REQUESTED AND WAS PER- 
MITTED TO STATION MILITARY PERSONNEL IN THAILAND SOLELY EOR OPER- 
ATIONS IN INDOCHINA. THESE PERSONNEL WERE IN ADDITION TO THE 
MILITARY ADVISERS AND THEIR NUMBER AT ONE STAGE REACHED THE LEVEL 
OE 48,000 WITH SOME 600 AIRCRAET. WITH THE SIGNING OE THE PARIS 
PEACE AGREEMENT ON JANUARY 27, 1973 AND THE SUBSEQUENT U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION PROHIBITING MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN 
INDOCHINA AETER AUGUST 15, 1973, THE MISSION OE THE U.S. MILI- 
TARY PERSONNEL IN THAILAND ALSO CAME TO AN END. THE THAI GOV- 
ERNMENT AT THAT TIME INITIATED THE GRADUAL REDUCTION OF U.S. 
MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

2. PURSUANT TO ITS DECLARED POLICY OF MARCH 19, 1975 THE 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT THEN NOTIEIED THE UNITED STATES THAT IT 
SHOULD WITHDRAW ALL ITS MILITARY PERSONNEL EROM THAILAND BY 
MARCH 20, 1976. THE PROCESS OE WITHDRAWAL IS CONTINUING WITH 
THE LEVEL OE THESE PERSONNEL DOWN TO SOME 5,000 AT THE END OF 
FEBRUARY. THE LAST AMERICAN COMBAT AIRCRAET LEET THAILAND IN 
EARLY JANUARY OE THIS YEAR. 

3. THE OBJECTIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT POLICY IS QUITE CLEAR IN 
THAT AETER MARCH 20, 1976, WHEN U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL EORMERLY 
INVOLVED WITH OPERATIONS IN INDOCHINA HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN, 

THE ONLY U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL TO REMAIN IN THAILAND WILL BE 
THOSE MILITARY ADVISERS ASSIGNED TO PROGRAMS UNDER THE MILITA- 
RY ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT OE 1950, AT PRESENT NUMBERING ABOUT 270 
PERSONS. RECENTLY, HOWEVER, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRO- 
POSED TO THE THAI GOVERNMENT CARTAIN PROJECTS OF COOPERATION 
WHICH WOULD REQUIRE THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OE A NUMBER OF AM- 
ERICAN TECHNICIANS AETER THE MARCH 20 DEADLINE. THE THAI GOV- 
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ERNMENT HAS CONSIDERED THE PROPOSAL AND BELIEVES THAT THERE 
IS POSSIBILITY EOR AGREEMENT IE IT WERE SATISEIED THAT THE PRO- 
POSED COOPERATION WOULD NOT IMPAIR THE SOVEREIGNTY OE THAILAND, 
WOULD NOT THREATEN OR INTEREERE WITH THE INTERNAL AFEAIRS OE 
OTHER COUNTRIES, AND WOULD ENHANCE THE NATIONAL INTERESTS OF 
THAILAND. 

4. THE THAI GOVERNMENT, THEREEORE, RESPONDED TO THE U.S. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


PROPOSAL ON FEBRUARY 4, 1976, BY SUGGESTING THE ADOPTION OF A 
SET OE GENERAL PRINCIPLES WHICH IT CONSIDERS TO BE THE NECES- 
SARY FRAMEWORK FOR FUTURE COOPERATION BETWEEN THAILAND AND THE 
UNITED STATES. SINCE THESE BROAD PRINCIPLES ARE PREREQUISITES 
TO SAFEGUARD THE NATIONAL INTERESTS OF A SOVEREIGN STATE, IT IS 
OUR POSITION THAT UNLESS AGREEMENT WAS REACHED ON THEM BEFORE 
MARCH 20, 1976, IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO PROCEED WITH 
DETAILED DISCUSSIONS ON THOSE PROIECTS OF COOPERATION. IN SUCH 
EVENT, THE FACILITIES AND THE TECHNICIANS WHICH THE UNITED 
STATES PROPOSES TO RETAIN IN THAILAND WILL ALSO HAVE TO BE 
WITHDRAWN, WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD TO BE DETERMINED BY THE 
THAI GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, IN THE EVENT THAT AGREEMENT TO THE 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES COULD BE OBTAINED BEEORE MARCH 20, 1976, 

THE THAI GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO DISCUSSION 
ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE FINALIZED 
WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD. 

5. THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS GIVEN WITH THE VIEW TO CLARIFY- 
ING SOME ISSUES OF IMMEDIATE INTEREST REGARDING THAI-U.S. RELA- 
TIONS. IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. 
MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM THAILAND REPRESENTS A COMMON DESIRE OF 
THAILAND AND THE UNITED STATES AND SHOULD NOT BE VIEWED AS AN 
END TO THE ERUITFUL COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. OUR 
PEOPLES HAVE ENIOYED A LONG HISTORY OF CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELA- 
TIONS, AND IT CAN BE EXPECTED THAT COOPERATION WILL CONTINUE 
UNDIMINISHED WITHIN A NEW FRAMEWORK. THE THAI GOVERNMENT CONTI- 
NUES TO REGARD THE UNITED STATES AS A GOOD FRIEND AND IS CON- 
FIDENT THAT THEIR FUTURE COOPERATION IN ALL FIELDS WILL CON- 
TRIBUTE TO THE STRENGTHENING OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS AND MUTUALLY 
BENEFICIAL PARTNERSHIP. 

END TEXT 

3. COMMENT FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 
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